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Huda Khattab

The First Lady who opens a cell phone’s store in the
middle of Gaza Strip

| was The First woman who

launches a cell phones store

in the middle of Gaza Strip
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Huda Khattab, (35 years old), a Palestinian refugee and a mother of three children. She is originally from
Ein Zaytoun, a demolished village during the Nakba, in Safad Governorate. Huda and her family were
pushed to flee their homes and seek refuge in Yarmouk Refugee Camp in Syria during the 1948 Nakba. After
a while, war erupted again and she and her family returned back to Gaza where she created hope out of
her painful experiences!

Who am |

I’'m a Palestinian Syrian, returned to Palestine, Gaza strip. We moved to a lot between Gaza Strip and Syria,
but the majority of my family members live currently in Syria, except for me, my mother, and my sister who
is married in Gaza Strip, where we live currently. All my family members here in Gaza are females and all
my brothers live in Diaspora; thus, | had to depend on myself and make my own living”.

Huda has committed to work in a filed characterized of being male oriented and opened a store of cell
phone in an- Nasser Street, in the middle of Gaza Strip. Additionally, she owns a private firm for trading and
marketing.



“I thought a lot about the business that | might start to earn living for myself, children, and family. | thought
a lot about the products that could keep their value by time, | decided to work in the field of electronic
appliances taking into consideration that the digital world will remain sustainable and continuous demand.

Regarding the perceptions she received after opening her own project, Huda says, with a smile on her face:
“I met positive persons and negative ones. However, let me start with the positive ones, When | started my
business, | was encouraged by all people around me and | was extremely happy for that. Nonetheless, there
were some people said “NO” without looking beyond their negative words”.

Huda continued by saying: “l owned a car but did not manage to keep it, so | decided to sell it and use the
money to open the business instead of lending money from the bank or borrowing from people. | like
working in marketing and had the chance to work in some companies that gave me the experience needed
for business success”.

Good Spirit:

Regarding the challenges she faced, Huda said that she was surprised with the high rental cost of places in
Gaza. Additionally, she mentioned the challenge of being a woman who is involved in such a business.
However, she dealt with all these challenges in a good spirit and accepted them as she mentioned not being
able to change the mentality of the community.

Four years after starting work at my store, | decided to pursue university education in the field of digital
media. Through the digital platforms that | established, | managed to exhibit beautiful locations in Gaza
Strip and develop a significant content about life in Gaza Strip. | have hundreds of followers who really
appreciate my work and | have followers on the social media pages where | publish my work usually.

The Palestinian Working Woman Society for Development (PWWSD), in partnership
with Education for Employment-Palestine (EFE-Palestine) and Association of Women'’s Action for
Training and Rehabilitation (AOWA), is implementing the project” Breaking Discriminatory Norms
to Promote Women’s Inclusion in the Economy” during the period August 2020 —August
2022. Funded by UN Women within the framework of the regional program “Promoting
Productive Employment and Decent work for Women” In Palestine, Jordan, and Egypt
(WorkdWomen), funded by Sida.



