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FEMINIST LEADERSHIP ON THE WORLD STAGE
PWWSD Carries Palestinian Women's Voices
to the World Social Forum 2026

Cotonou, Benin — August 2026

As a Palestinian feminist civil society organization working since 1981 to
advance women's rights, gender equality and social justice, PWWSD
carried Palestinian women's voices onto the global stage this August —
representing the Palestinian Social Forum (PSF) at the 17th World Social
Forum in Cotonou, Benin.

Held under the theme "Governance of Natural Resources and Popular Struggles
in the Face of Global Crises," the Forum drew tens of thousands of civil society
activists from across the world. Over a packed week, the PSF delegation — with
PWWSD at the table — led two major workshops and joined eight further
sessions on migration, climate, democracy, social protection and women's rights,

placing Palestinian women's realities squarely within the global movement for

justice.
DELEGATION YEARS OF FEMINIST
WORKSHOPS LED EVENTS JOINED MEMBERS WORK

PWWSD LEADING FROM THE FRONT

Two Workshops, One Feminist Voice

1. The Right to Health Under Occupation — placing the systematic
destruction of Gaza's health system, and the struggles of health systems across
the Global South, at the center of a joint agenda for social movements.

2. Interwoven Struggles for Justice and Freedom — linking Africa's liberation
movements with the Palestinian struggle against occupation, settler-colonialism
and forced displacement.

For more details on PWWSD's participation in WSF 2026 (Arabic & English), read the
full press release.

Read the Palestinian Social Forum's full statement to the World Social Forum.

"From the liberation movements of Africa to the streets
of Gaza and the West Bank, our struggles are
interwoven. We place the lived reality of Palestinian
women under occupation directly before global civil

society."

— Mahmoud Al-Faqih, PWWSD

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR PALESTINIAN WOMEN

A Feminist Mandate on a Global Platform

Every PWWSD delegation abroad is an extension of our work at home. Since
1981, our programming has rested on three pillars — and Cotonou gave each of

them a global audience:

v Ending gender-based violence — naming how occupation, war and
displacement compound violence against women.

v Women's economic empowerment — arguing that livelihoods and health
access are inseparable from justice.

v Political participation & Women, Peace and Security — applying CEDAW
and UNSCR 1325 to demand Palestinian women a seat at every table,
including this one.
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ABOUT PWWSD

The Palestinian Working Woman Society for Development (PWWSD) is a
Palestinian feminist civil society organization advancing women's rights,
gender equality and social justice across the occupied Palestinian territory
since 1981.

Visit PWWSD.org

Palestinian Working Woman Society for Development

pwwsd.org - info@pwwsd.org - Ramallah, Palestine

Follow us: Facebook - Instagram - Linkedln — @PWWSD
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